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1 1. Overview 

What is the PK-HC08QY4 Starter Kit? 

The PK-HC08QY4 Starter Kit is an entry level tool which allows you to get started with the 
Freescale MC68HC08 family of low-cost, high-performance microcontrollers units (MCUs). 
The M68HC08 Family is a Complex Instruction Set Computer (CISC) with a Von Neumann 
architecture. All MCUs in the family use the enhanced M68HC08 central processor unit 
(CPU08) and are available with a variety of modules, memory sizes and types, and package 
types. 
The main features of the MC68HC908QY4 microcontroller are: 
 
§ High-performance M68HC08 CPU core; 
§ 4096 bytes of FLASH memory; 
§ 128 bytes of RAM; 
§ 8 MHz internal bus operation at 5 V, 4 MHz at 3 V; 
§ 3.2 MHz internal oscillator; 
§ 4-channel, 8-bit analog-to-digital converter (ADC); 
§ 2-channel, 16-bit timer interface module (TIM). 
 
The PK-HC08QY4 Starter Kit has been designed for the evaluation of the MC68HC908QY4 
microcontroller and the debugging of small user applications. 
The PK-HC08QY4 Starter Kit takes advantage of the Metrowerks’ CodeWarrior Integrated 
Development Environment (which groups an Editor, Assembler, C Compiler and Debugger) 
and the Freescale’s MON08 interface, which allows the download of the user application 
into the microcontroller FLASH memory. 
Together with CodeWarrior, PK-HC08QY4 provides you with everything you need to write, 
compile, download, in-circuit emulate and debug user code. Full-speed program execution 
allows you to perform hardware and software testing in real time. PK-HC08QY4 is 
connected to the host PC through a USB port. A prototyping area allows you to wire your 
own small application. 
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1 PK-HC08QY4 offers you the following benefits: 
 
§ Real-time code execution; 
§ In-circuit debugging; 
§ In-system programming and debugging through a MON08-compatible interface; 
§ Demo area with push-buttons, potentiometer and user LEDs; 
§ Prototyping area; 
§ Metrowerks CodeWarrior IDE (the same user interface of all Freescale tools), with 

editor, assembler, C compiler and debugger. 
 

 
Note: the PK-HC08QY4 starter kit has been designed for evaluation purposes only. Even 
though it has full-feature debugging options, its main limitations are: 
 
§ The target microcontroller is fixed (soldered to the board). 

§ The target microcontroller runs only at 5 V. 

§ The data transfer rate (PC to target and target to PC) is slow. This results in high 
programming times. 

 
For serious debugging, we suggest you to switch to the SofTec Microsystems inDART-
HC08 Series of debugging/programming tools. 
 

What is the MON08 Interface? 

The HC08’s integrated MON08 interface allows you to update the content of FLASH 
program memory when the chip is already plugged on the application board. The MON08 
interface can be implemented with a minimum number of added components and board 
area impact. 
PK-HC08QY4 features a USB-to-MON08 circuitry which allows the host PC to communicate 
to the microcontroller through a standard USB cable. 
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1 PK-HC08QY4 Board Layout 

The PK-HC08QY4 board has the following hardware features: 
 
1. A “USB to MON08 Interface” section. It contains the circuitry needed to electrically 

and logically translate MON08-like commands sent by the host PC through the USB 
cable to the MON08 interface of the microcontroller. The PK-HC08QY4 board is 
powered by the USB bus. 

2. A “Demo” section. It features a RESET push-button, one user push-button, a 
potentiometer and eight user LEDs. 

3. A “MCU” section. It contains a soldered, 16-pin MC68HC908QY4 device (in SOIC 
package) with connectors to access the I/O pins of the microcontroller for expansion 
prototyping. A 28 MHz clock signal is provided (used to generate an internal bus 
frequency of 7 MHz). 

4. A “Prototype” section. You can wire your own circuit here. The prototype section 
features both a standard, thru-hole area (for mounting traditional components) and a 
SMD area (for soldering SMD components in SOIC package). 
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The PK-HC08QY4 Board 

CodeWarrior Integrated Development Environment 

PK-HC08QY4 comes with a free version of CodeWarrior Development Studio for HC(S)08 
Microcontrollers, Special Edition.  
CodeWarrior Development Studio for HC(S)08 is a powerful and easy-to-use tool suite 
designed to increase your software development productivity. Its Integrated Development 
Environment (IDE) provides unrivaled features such as Processor Expert application design 
tool, full chip simulation, Data Visualization and project manager with templates to help you 
concentrate on the added value of your application.  
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1 The comprehensive, highly visual CodeWarrior Development Studio for Freescale HC(S)08 
Microcontrollers enables you to build and deploy HC(S)08 systems quickly and easily. This 
tool suite provides the capabilities required by every engineer in the development cycle, 
from board bring-up to firmware development to final application development. 
To use the Special Edition (4 KB code-size limited), you must have a valid license key. 
Without the license key the product will run in a 1 KB code-size limited demonstration mode. 
To request the license key, please refer to Metrowerks website. 
This documentation covers the basic setup and operation of the CodeWarrior IDE, but does 
not cover all of its functions. For further information, please refer to the CodeWarrior on-line 
help and on-line documentation provided. 

Recommended Reading 

This documentation describes how to use PK-HC08QY4 together with Metrowerks 
CodeWarrior HC(S)08 IDE. Additional information can be found in the following documents: 
 
§ PK-HC08QY4 Schematic. 
§ Metrowerks’ Additional Documentation—Available from the CodeWarrior IDE. 
§ CPU08 Central Processor Unit Reference Manual—Programming reference 

containing the description of the full HC08 instruction set.  
§ MC68HC908QT/QY Data Sheets. 

Software Upgrades 

The latest version of the PK-HC08QY4 system software is always available free of charge 
from our website: http://www.softecmicro.com. Metrowerks CodeWarrior upgrades can be 
found at http://www.metrowerks.com.
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2. Getting Started 

PK-HC08QY4 Components 

The PK-HC08QY4 package includes the following items: 
 
1. The PK-HC08QY4 evaluation board; 
2. A USB cable; 
3. The Metrowerks CodeWarrior HC(S)08 CD-ROM; 
4. The SofTec Microsystems PK-HC08QY4 “System Software” CD-ROM; 
5. A “QuickStart Tutorial” color poster; 
6. This user’s manual. 

Host System Requirements 

The PK-HC08QY4 in-circuit debugger is controlled by an Integrated Development 
Environment running under Windows (CodeWarrior HC(S)08). The following hardware and 
software are required to run the CodeWarrior HC(S)08 user interface together with PK-
HC08QY4: 
 
1. A 133-MHz (or higher) PC compatible system running Windows 98, Windows 2000 or 

Windows XP; 
2. 128 MB of available system RAM plus 500 MB of available hard disk space; 
3. A USB port; 
4. CD-ROM drive for installation. 
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Installing the Software 

 
Note: before to connect the PK-HC08QY4 board to the PC, it is recommended that you 
install all of the required software first (see below), so that the PK-HC08QY4 USB driver will 
be automatically found by Windows when you connect the board. 
 
 
PK-HC08QY4 requires that both Metrowerks CodeWarrior IDE and SofTec Microsystems 
PK-HC08QY4 additional components be installed in the host PC. 
 

 
Note: Metrowerks CodeWarrior HC(S)08 IDE must be installed first. Please note that PK-
HC08QY4 only works with CodeWarrior for HC(S)08 version 3.0 or above. 
 

Installing Metrowerks CodeWarrior IDE 
To install the CodeWarrior IDE insert the CodeWarrior CD-ROM into your computer’s CD-
ROM drive. A startup window will automatically appear. Follow the on-screen instructions. 

Installing SofTec Microsystems Additional Components 
The SofTec Microsystems additional components install all of the other required 
components to your hard drive. These components include: 
 
§ The PK-HC08QY4 USB driver; 
§ PK-HC08QY4 software plug-in for CodeWarrior HC(S)08; 
§ Examples; 
§ Documentation in PDF format. 
 
To install the SofTec Microsystems additional components insert the SofTec Microsystems 
“System Software” CD-ROM into your computer’s CD-ROM drive. A startup window will 
automatically appear. Choose “Install Instrument Software” from the main menu. A list of 
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available software will appear. Click on the “PK-HC08 Series Additional Components” 
option. Follow the on-screen instructions. 
 

 
Note: if you are installing the PK-HC08QY4 additional components on Windows 2000 or 
Windows XP you must have logged in as Administrator. 
 

Installing the Hardware 

The PK-HC08QY4 board is connected through a USB port to a host PC. Connection steps 
are listed below in the recommended flow order: 
 
1. Install all the required system software as described in the previous section. 
2. Insert one end of the USB cable into a free USB port. 
3. Insert the other end of the USB cable into the “USB” connector on the PK-HC08QY4 

board. The green “POWER” LED on the instrument should turn on. Windows will 
automatically recognize the instrument and will load the appropriate USB driver. 

 

 
Note: both Windows 2000 and Windows XP may issue a warning the first time PK-
HC08QY4 is connected to the PC. This warning is related to the fact that the USB driver 
used by PK-HC08QY4 is not digitally signed by Microsoft, and Windows considers it to be 
potentially malfunctioning or dangerous for the system. However, you can safely ignore the 
warning, since every kind of compatibility/security test has been carried out by SofTec 
Microsystems. 
 

Application Tutorial 

This section will provide a step-by-step guide on how to launch your first PK-HC08QY4 
project and get started with the CodeWarrior HC(S)08 user interface.  
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The sample application reads the position of the potentiometer (connected to the 
microcontroller’s ADC peripheral) and displays this value on the LEDs. 
 
To execute the sample application, follow the next steps: 
 
1. Ensure that the PK-HC08QY4 board is connected to the PC (via the USB cable). 
2. Verify that both the J5 and J4 jumpers (near the potentiometer and the LEDs) are 

inserted. This is the factory configuration, and indicates that both the potentiometer and 
the LEDs are connected to the lines of the microcontroller. 

3. Start the CodeWarrior HC(S)08 IDE by selecting Start > Programs > Metrowerks 
CodeWarrior > CW08 > CodeWarrior IDE. The CodeWarrior HC(S)08 IDE will open. 

4. From the main menu, choose File > Open. Select the “adc.mcp” workspace file that is 
located under the “\Program Files\Metrowerks\CodeWarrior 
CW08\(CodeWarrior_Examples)\HC08\SofTec Microsystems\PK-HC08QY4\C\Adc” 
directory. Click “Open”. The following window will appear. 

 

 

The Project Window 

5. The C code of this example is contained in the “main.c” file. Double click on it to open. 
The following window will appear. 
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The Example’s Source Code 

6. From the main menu, choose Project > Debug. This will compile the source code, 
generate an executable file and download it to the PK-HC08QY4 board. 

7. A new debugger environment will open. 










































